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to stress the river valley as the unit of regional planning. On
June 3, 1937, he recommended that Congress create six more
projects, conceived at this stage, perhaps out of deference to
congressional caution, less as "little TVAV possessing ex-
ecutive authority than as planning boards* They were desig-
nated for the Atlantic Seaboard, the Great Lakes and Ohio
Valley, the Missouri and Red rivers, the Southwest drainage
systems (from the Arkansas Valley to the Rio Grande), the
Colorado River and adjacent Pacific Coast, and the Columbia
River basin. This last was alone given a jurisdiction ap-
proaching that of the TVA.
With the storm of world war gathering and an undertow
of conservatism beginning to flow, the years after 1937
marked a legislative and political retreat from regional plan-
ning* The very turn of the tide was symbolized by the presi-
dent's exuberant speeches in September and early October,
1937—at Bonneville, Oregon, where a great dam and hydro-
electric plant had just begun operation; at Grand Coulee,
Washington, with its dam, still four years short of comple-
tion, "the largest structure . ,. that has ever been undertaken
by man in one place/* designed to add a million and a quarter
acres to the nation's arable land; and at Fort Peck, Montana,
where a dam "four times bigger than any other earth-filled
dam in the whole world** would supply irrigation and power
—this last address being followed in Chicago two days later
by Roosevelt's famous "quarantine" declaration against ag-
gressor nations.
In other respects as well, the conservation of the nation's
natural resources under the second Roosevelt had gone for-
ward even more swiftly than under the first. The Soil Ero-
sion Service (later the Soil Conservation Service)» set up in
October, 1933, began to dot the map with model projects
undertaken in partnership between the farmer and his gov-
ernment* By 1940 five hundred and thirty-four of these ven-
tures were in operation, each averaging twenty-five thousand
acres and serviced in large part by CCC camps in the vicinity.

